In the cation of the title salt, C 19 H 19 N 4 O 2 + ÁCl À , the dihedral angles between the imidazole ring and the phenyl rings are 70.39 (8) and 86.26 (9) . The chloride anion interacts with the cation through an N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bond. In the crystal, classical N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the cations into chains parallel to the b axis. Non-classical C-HÁ Á ÁCl and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds further connect the chains into a three-dimensional network.
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For the crystal structure of an acetonitrile monosolvate derivative of the title compound, see: Liao & Lee (2011) . For the crystal structures of nickel, palladium, and silver complexes with ligands derived from the title compound, see: Liao, Chan, Chang et al. (2007); Liao, Chan, Zeng et al. (2007) ; Liao et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Figure 1
The structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms. The H atoms are dipicted by circles of an arbitrary radius. 
